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HW : 

Thanks for sending the Post version of the Alsop columns on 
China. You are correct: both the Chronicle and the S x ates-Item 
sometimes cut him. I share your mystification about his seeming 
turn-around , and can only suggest that he may be the type of 
conservative who sees China as a lesser communist evil compared with 
Russia. Just why this should be is something he will have to 
explain, not I; since it seems to me that what such people really 
fear is any change toward genuine social democracy, meaning change 
toward a government for the benefit of more than a few ruling class 
types. If that's true, then Joe really has been charmed, since the 
Chinese are and always have been fundamentally more democratic than 
the Russians, both in practice and theory. It is in Russia that 
a new ruling class has gained power, and in China where o£e has 
been struck down in the cultural resolution. I suppose one must 
remember that Joe also w as exposed to Kuomintang China at its very 
worst, and the shock to a puritan at finding rigidly honest Chinese 
must be traumatic, to say the least. 
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